Sociodemographic factors associated with attitudes towards abortion in New Zealand.
The present study examined the sociodemographic correlates of support for legalised abortion in New Zealand. Data (N=19,973) were from the 2016/17 New Zealand Attitudes and Values Study, a national longitudinal panel sample of New Zealand adults aged 18 and older. The survey measured support for legalised abortion (a) regardless of the reason and (b) when the woman's life is endangered, as well as (c) focal sociodemographic correlates. Our sample expressed moderate-to-high support for legalised abortion regardless of the reason and high support for abortion when the woman's life is endangered. Being religious, living in a more deprived neighbourhood and having more children all correlated negatively with support for both measures of abortion. Men were less supportive of abortion for any reason but did not differ from women's support for legalised abortion when the woman's life is endangered. Furthermore, age correlated negatively with support for abortion for any reason, but positively with support for abortion when a woman's life is endangered. A majority of our respondents expressed high levels of support for legalised abortion. Several sociodemographic factors were significantly associated with support for legalised abortion.